
 I oppose loosening the rules designed to promote and protect diversity
of media ownership. These rules were adopted to ensure that the public
          would receive a diverse range of viewpoints from the media, and not
          simply the opinions of a handful of media conglomerates.

Chain ownership of newspapers, television and radio stations would likely
increase dramatically, with all-too-familiar consequences: layoffs as formerly
independent news divisions merge, less original content, and even further cuts
in local affairs coverage.  Independent, critical and genuinely representative
media are crucial to a healthy democracy; without them, citizens lose the means
to control and participate in the public debate that sets the nation's political
agenda. Sadly, this is already happening: In the absence of an effective
regulatory agency, corporate control of the media is damaging our democracy.


